Sociology 446: Juvenile Delinquency
Spring 2024
Tues/Thurs 9:30-10:45
Van Vleck B139
Professor: Michael Massoglia
Office: 4438 Sewell Social Scinces  
Office Hours: Tues 11-12* & Online by appointment 
Email: mmassoglia@ssc.wisc.edu
Skype: massoglia.michael  skype email massoglia.michael@gmail.com
*Teaching Assistant*: Avery Warner
Email: avery.warner@wisc.edu
Hours: By *appointment to discuss grades/tests/scheduling* 

Course Description: This course covers various aspects of juvenile delinquency. We will discuss how delinquency is currently measured as well as the extent and distribution of delinquent behavior according to these measures. The class will provide students with a working understanding of the key sociological theories of delinquency. We will apply the conceptual tools of these theories to selected case studies. Finally, we will evaluate concrete policy responses to delinquency.

Required Texts  
•     Cross, Charles R. 2001. Heavier than Heaven: A Biography of Kurt Cobain
•     Rios, Victor. 2011. Punished: Policing the Lives of Black and Latino Boys
· Wilkerson, Isabel 2021. Caste: The Origins of Our Discount 
(audio-book available)
*In addition, some weekly readings will be posted on our class Canvas* 

Recommended: Cullen, Wright and Blevins. 2009. Taking Stock: The Status of Criminological Theory. 

Class Format 
While our class is scheduled to meet in person, we will make extensive use of our class Canvas page. Class lecture slides will be posted prior to class lectures, and readings beyond the required texts will be posted. On days when we can’t meet in person, we will use Zoom, which can be accessed from our Canvas page. 
 Course Requirements and Class Policies: 
· Grading Rubric
· 20% - Active participation in the course, which means completing readings on time and contributing positively to discussion. To achieve an outstanding grade, it is required that you actively participate in this class. This includes: 
· Watching any related content, movies, video, etc. Short reaction papers (see syllabus page 7).
· In class assignments and/or projects      
· 25% - Exam 1:  March 9th  
· 25% - Exam 2: April 18th 
· 30% - Final Exam: 5/6/2024, 2:45-4:45 pm 
· Communication: There are three ways we can communicate/chat:  
1. Email is usually the most efficient. I try to respond within a day, but please understand that is not always possible. Do not wait to communicate important information to me or your teaching assistant; the more time we have, the more we can try to be helpful. 
2. I set aside time for regular office hours.
3. We can make an appointment/time for you to call my office (608-263-7820) or to meet in person/zoom outside of office hours. 
· Late Assignments/Missed Exams: Assignments, exams, and readings must be completed by the beginning of class on their due date. I don’t accept late work, don’t do “make ups,” and don’t give extra credit. If you are having problems, please come talk to me or the teaching assistant. We will try to work out a solution that both addresses your concerns and is fair to the other students in the class. If you wait until the end of the semester to bring up issues, it is significantly more difficult to address a problem. 
· Learning is a cumulative process. All exams are cumulative and may incorporate material from earlier parts of the course.  
· Feedback: I care about your experience at UW, and if there are ways I can do better, please talk to me about it. I value and, when possible, try to incorporate your feedback. If I make a mistake, please bring it to my attention, and I will try to correct it. You will also have the opportunity to evaluate me at the end of the semester. 
· Grading: At the end of the semester, I compute a total score for each student (for example, 83.5 out of 100 possible points) and then make cut-off points for the grades based on the class distribution of scores. While this is a curve, regardless of the overall distribution, the curve will not be harder than: A = 100 to 95; AB = 94.9 to 89; B = 88.9 to 84; BC = 83.99 to 79; C = 78.99 to 71 D = 70.99 to 65; F = 64.99 and below. The specific distribution is anchored by the highest score on any given test and based on the class distribution of scores. This means you are graded on a distribution relative to the rest of the class. 
· After every test, I will present the score/grade distribution when we return exams. 
· Offensive Material: A discussion of juvenile delinquency can encompass behaviors ranging from minor deviance to severe violent crime. In learning about these issues, students may encounter language, depictions or attitudes that they find disturbing or offensive. The professor is available to discuss any concerns you have with course materials. 
· Plagiarism/Academic Integrity: It is each student’s responsibility to become familiar with the University’s policies regarding academic honesty and misconduct. (See: http://students.wisc.edu/saja/misconduct/UWS14.html). On this website you can find a clear definition of academic misconduct and an explanation of plagiarism. Knowledge of these rules is your responsibility; lack of familiarity with the rules does not excuse misconduct. The university takes academic misconduct very seriously. I adhere to the Dean of Students’ guidelines for dealing with cases of academic misconduct. 
· According to UWS 14, dishonesty includes, but is not limited to cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another person or work previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering with the academic work of other students. Academic dishonesty more specifically includes seeking to claim credit for the work or efforts of another without authorization or citation, use of unauthorized materials, fabricating data in any academic exercise intentionally impeding or damaging the academic work of others, and engaging in any conduct aimed at making false representation of a student’s academic performance. Assisting other students in any of these acts is also included under the definition of academic dishonesty. 
· Learning Accommodations: The University of Wisconsin is committed to the policy that all people shall have equal access to programs, facilities and admissions without regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance, or qualifications as determined by university policy or by state or federal authorities. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation in this course or have questions about physical access, please tell the instructor as soon as possible. To make special arrangements for testing, assignments, or other aspects of the course please work with the instructors and disability services through the McBurney Center. Their website has detailed instructions on how to qualify: http://www.mcburney.wisc.edu/. Please note that the McBurney Center has recently updated policies, such that Faculty Notification Letters replace McBurney VISAs.
Learning Objectives:
Beyond the specific substantive and methodological content we will cover in this course, this course is designed to achieve the following instructional objectives designated as priorities by the College of Liberal Arts and the Department Sociology:

1. Critically evaluate published research. You will be able to read and evaluate published research as it appears in academic journals and policy publications.
2. Communicate skillfully. You will write and make oral presentations that build arguments and assess evidence in a clear and effective manner.
3. Critical thinking about society and social processes. You can look beyond the surface of issues to discover the "why" and "how" of social order and structure and consider the underlying social mechanisms that may be creating a situation, identify evidence that may adjudicate between alternate explanations for phenomena, and develop proposed policies or action plans in light of theory and data. 

TENTATIVE CLASS DISCUSSIONS AND ASSIGNMENTS
Readings listed below lecture topics should be completed prior to lecture
Week 1 – Jan 23th: Welcome! 
	
	Lots of introductory comments.  
· Rios, Preface; Pp. vii-xvi 
Week 2 – Jan 30th: Defining and Measuring Delinquency & Extent and Nature of Delinquency
· Schiraldi, Vincent, Bruce Western, and Kendra Bradner. 2015. “Community-Based Responses to Justice-Involved Young Adults.” NIJ New Thinking in Community Corrections Series. Pp. 1-17.
· Rios, Chapter 1. “Dreams Deferred: The Patterns of Punishment in Oakland.” Pp. 3-23. 
· Christopher Uggen and Suzy McElrath. 2014. “Six Social Sources of the U.S. Crime Drop.” Pages 3-20 in Crime and the Punished, edited by Douglas Hartmann and Christopher Uggen. New York: WW Norton.
· Sherman, Lawrence L., Denise C. Gottfredson, Doris L. MacKenzie, John Eck, Peter Reuter, and Shawn D. Bushway. 1998. "Preventing Crime: What Works, What Doesn’t, What’s Promising.” National Institute of Justice Research in Brief. Washington, DC: USGPO.
· Cross 1: Yelling Loudly at First; Pp. 1-14
· Cross 2: I Hate Mom, I Hate Dad; Pp. 15-27
· Cross 3: Meatball of the Month; Pp. 28-37
· Cross 4: Prairie Belt Sausage Boy; Pp. 38-54
Week 3 – Feb 6th: From Correlates to Theories of Delinquency (Age, Careers, and the Life Course and Rational Choice)
· Moffitt, Terrie E. 1993. “Adolescent-Limited and Life-Course-Persistent Antisocial Behavior: A Developmental Taxonomy.” Psychological Review 100: 674-701.
· Anthony Petrosino, Carolyn Turpin-Petrosino, and John Buehler. 2003. “Scared Straight and Other Juvenile Awareness Programs for Preventing Juvenile Delinquency: A Systematic Review of the Randomized Experimental Evidence.” The ANNALS of the AAPSS 589:41-62.
· Cross 5: The Will of Instinct; Pp. 55-72
· Cross 6: Didn’t Love Him Enough; Pp. 73-80
· Cross 7: Soupy Sales in My Fly; Pp. 81-87
· Cross 8: In High School Again; Pp. 88-103
Week 4 – Feb 13th: Differential (Delinquent) Association 
· Sutherland, Edwin H. and Donald R. Cressey. “A Sociological Theory of Criminal Behavior.” Pp. 77-83 in Criminology 10th Edition.
· Clampet-Lundquist, Susan7, Kathryn Edin, Jeffrey R. Kling, and Greg J. Duncan. 2011. “Moving At-Risk Youth Out of High-Risk Neighborhoods: Why Girls Fare Better Than Boys.” American Journal of Sociology 116:1154-1189. 
· Cross 15: Every Time I Swallowed; Pp. 192-205
· Cross 16: Brush Your Teeth; Pp. 206-220
Week 5 – Feb 20th: Learning and Control Theories
· Rios, Chapter 2. “The Flatlands of Oakland and the Youth Control Complex.” Pp. 24-42.
· Hirschi, Travis. 1969. Causes of Delinquency. Berkeley: University of California Press. Chapter 2. Pp. 16-34.
· Heller, Sara B., Anuj K. Shah, Jonathan Guryan, Jens Ludwig, Sendhil Mullainathan, Harold A. Pollack. 2017. “Thinking, Fast and Slow? Some Field Experiments to Reduce Crime and Dropout in Chicago.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics 132: 1–54.
· Cross 17: Little Monster Inside; Pp. 221-236
· Cross 18: Rosewater, Diaper Smell; Pp. 237-252
Week 6 – Feb 27th: Labeling and Symbolic Interaction in the Life Course  
· Rios, Chapter 3. “The Labeling Hype: Coming of Age in the Era of Mass Incarceration.” Pp. 43-73. 
· Holly A. Wilson and Robert D. Hoge. 2013. “The Effect of Youth Diversion Programs on Recidivism: A Meta-Analytic Review.” Criminal Justice and Behavior 40: 497-518. 
· Mears, D. P., Kuch, J. J., Lindsey, A. M., Siennick, S. E., Pesta, G. B., Greenwald, M. A. and Blomberg, T. G. 2016.” Juvenile Court and Contemporary Diversion: Helpful, Harmful, or Both?” Criminology & Public Policy, 15: 953–981
· Michael Massoglia and Christopher Uggen. “Settling Down and Aging Out: Toward an Interactionist Theory of Desistance and the Transition to Adulthood.” American Journal of Sociology 116:543-82.
· Cross 19: That Legendary Divorce; Pp. 253-266
· Cross 20: Heart-Shaped Coffin; Pp. 267-280 
Week 7 –March 5th and 7th: Catch Up & Review 
· March 7th : Mid-term #1 

Week 8 -- March 12th : Anomie and Individual-Level Strain Variants 
· Merton, Robert K. 1938. “Social Structure and Anomie.” American Sociological Review 3:672-82.
· Rios, Chapter 5. “Dummy Smart: Misrecognition, Acting Out, and Going Dumb.” Pp. 97-123. 
Week 9 – March 19th  Class Video and Student Choice 

Week 10 – March 26th: Spring Break – No Class 
Week 11 – April 2nd:  Gangs, Neighborhoods, and Social Processes    

· Rios, Chapter 4. “The Coupling of Criminal Justice and Community Institutions.” Pp. 74-96. 
· Du Bois, W.E.B. 1899. The Philadelphia Negro (excerpt) “The Negro Criminal.” Pp. 1-15.
· Shaw, Clifford, and Henry H. McKay. 1931. Juvenile Delinquency in Urban Areas. Chapter X. Pp. 283-293.
· Cross 21: A Reason to Smile; Pp. 281-295
· Cross 22: Cobain’s Disease; Pp. 296-311
· Cross 23: Like Hamlet; Pp. 312-326
· Cross 24: Angels Hair; Pp. 327-342
· Cross EP: Lenard Cohen Afterworld; Pp. 343-352 
· Wilkerson Pp. 3-33
Week 11 – April 9th: Perspectives on Growing up in America 
· Wilkerson Pp. 39-89
· Wilkerson Pp. 141-159
· Smith Clint: How the word is passed.  Chapter 4: Angola Prison
Class Video on Angola
Week 12 April 16th:  Light Week: Big Picture Recap & Exam 2
· Laub, John H. 2014. “Understanding Inequality and the Justice System Response: Charting a New Way Forward.” WT Grant Foundation.
·  Sampson, Robert J. 2008. “Rethinking Crime and Immigration.” Contexts 28-33. 
· April 18th: Midterm Two 
Week 13 – April 23rd: Police and Juvenile Courts
· Rios, Chapter 7. “Guilty by Association: Acting White or Acting Lawful?” Pp. 142-56. 
· Lane, Jodi, Susan Turner, Terry Fain, and Amber Sehgal. 2007. “The Effects of an Experimental Intensive Juvenile Probation Program on Self-reported Delinquency and Drug Use.” Journal of Experimental Criminology 3:201-219.
· Michelle Inderbitzin, Trevor Walraven, and Joshua Cain. 2014. “Juvenile Lifers, Learning to Lead.” In Crime and the Punished, edited by Douglas Hartmann and Christopher Uggen. New York: WW Norton.
Week 14 – April 30th: Juvenile Justice & Desistance and Conclusions 
· Greenwood, Peter. 2008. “Prevention and Intervention Programs for Juvenile Offenders.” The Future of Children 18:185-210.
· Sullivan, Christopher, Alex R. Piquero, and Francis T. Cullen. 2012. “Like Before, But Better: The Lessons of Developmental, Life-Course Criminology for Contemporary Juvenile Justice.” Victims and Offenders 7:450-71.
· Schaefer, Shelly, and Christopher Uggen. 2016. “Blended Sentencing Laws and the Punitive Turn in Juvenile Justice.” Law & Social Inquiry 41:435-63.
· Zahn, Margaret A., Jacob C. Day, Sharon F. Mihalic and Lisa Tichavsky. 2009. “Determining What Works for Girls in the Juvenile Justice System: A Summary of Evaluation Evidence.” Crime & Delinquency 55:266-93.
Desistance and Conclusions 
· Richard Rosenfeld and Steven F. Messner. 2013. “A Social Welfare Critique of Contemporary Crime Control.” Forthcoming in Crime and the Punished, edited by Douglas Hartmann and Christopher Uggen. New York: WW Norton. 
· Rios, Conclusion. “Toward a Youth Support Complex.” Pp. 157-167. 
Final Exam: 05/06/2024 2:45-4:45 -- We will have an in-person review session before final 

====================================================================
Reaction Assignment: due Friday at 11:59 pm on weeks 4, 7, 11 & 14. Pick any weekly reading that is NOT in “Punished” or “Heavier than Heaven.” If you do a chapter from TP or HH, you will get no credit. You can skip 1, meaning you must turn in 3 reaction assignments.   
Evaluations: The ability to evaluate evidence is a central and necessary skill. In this assignment, your goal is to systematically evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the article listed above. Your evaluation should be approximately 2 single space pages and contain the following sections:
1) Research Question: what is/are the research question(s) being examined?

2) Research Gap: There are only two kinds of research articles; you’re either doing something new or something different. Explain the gap that this article seeks to fill? How do they plan to do that?

3) Evaluation: what do they conclude? Do they offer convincing evidence for their conclusion? The question to ask yourself is this: do you buy it? If so, why? If not, tell me why you think that? (note: this should be the biggest section of the essay)

4) Further Research: what is left unanswered? How could this study be improved?
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