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Abstract
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
[bookmark: bookmark=id.30j0zll] On September 20, 2007, between 20,000 and 60,000 Black people from around the US protested in the small town of Jena, Louisiana. Tens of thousands more protested in solidarity around the country. A frenzy of news stories in September circulated versions of the story of a racist small town where White students hung nooses on a high school tree and then six Black youths were charged with attempted murder after a school fight. As the mobilization built, national Black organizations and leaders across the political spectrum became involved. Black college students turned out in large numbers. Some called it the “new civil rights movement.” Others talked about “our generation’s movement.” Many news stories said that the movement had been built from below by bloggers and talk radio hosts while mainstream media and national organizations ignored the case. These stories rarely mentioned the local and regional activists who constructed and promoted the noose-fight narrative that attracted national attention and resonated with Black Americans. This paper shows how local activists worked to bring in outside support and illuminates the interplay among national and local activism and their interactions with traditional and social media. It also calls attention to the disempowering narratives that erased local agency in resisting racism and seeking outside support.Recommended Citation: Oliver, Pamela, 2023. “The Jena Six: Of Nooses, Fights, Narratives, and Movement Building”. Master’s Thesis. Department of Sociology, University of Wisconsin – Madison.  (URL of permalink)
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